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Mission
Statement
Revised
After discussion with staff, 
faculty, and the board, our 
mission statement was 

revised in early 2023. This was not to change 
our mission, but to use new words to describe 
the mission. It now reads:

Our mission is to equip men and women 
for church-based ministry. We accomplish 
this through quality graduate-level distance 
education programs in biblical, theological, 
and pastoral studies grounded in biblical, 
Christ-centered, historically orthodox faith 
and worship.

The revisions can be helpful for our internal 
audience and our external audience. I want to 
draw attention to two areas:

 1) We equip people for ministry, not just 
pastoral ministry. We are serving ministry 
leaders in GCI churches, and we also hope to 
appeal to a broader audience of prospective 
non-GCI students. We are not designed to 
serve everyone’s individual ministry – our 
goal is to support church-based ministries in 
which believers are working together.

 2) For at least a decade, we described 
our approach as “informed by Incarnational, 
Trinitarian faith.” This phrase continues to 
accurately describe the basis for our courses, 
and we will continue to use this phrase in 
various places. However, a new description 
may be helpful for the following reasons:
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 a) For people not familiar with GCI, such 
as prospective students, the phrase can be 
puzzling. Although it looks like the name of 
a formal, well-defined style of theology, it is 
not listed in any dictionary of theology. How 
are we different from other seminaries that 
teach the Incarnation and the Trinity? It is not 
immediately apparent, so it seems that the 
phrase doesn’t help them much.

 b) For some people within GCI, the 
phrase “Incarnational, Trinitarian theology” 
designated a set of doctrines that set us apart 
from other churches. However, all evangelical 
churches accept the doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation.

 
The phrase “Incarnational, Trinitarian” was 
intended to position GCI within a broad 
theological stream, pointing to agreement 
with the Nicene Creed and the Christological 
formula of Chalcedon, and therefore to 
agreement with many other churches. It 
was not intended to set us apart from others 
(however, we do strive to be as consistent as 
possible in developing those doctrines).

We do not need to create a new distinctive 
label – we want to describe our agreements in 
such a way that it does not become a label of 
differentiation. We hope to achieve that with 
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“Equip”

In the first sentence of our mission 
statement, the word “equip” alludes to 
Ephesians 4:12, which says that Christ 
puts leaders in his church “to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry” 
(NET). We want to prepare or train 
people for ministry, that is, to be able 
to help build up the church.

Pastors and teachers are to equip 
people in their congregations; we 
hope to help equip them to do this. We 
do not just provide practical advice 
that might work for any volunteer 
organization, but we strive to ground 
ministry practices in good theology 
and worship.
 
Ministry training is not just “how to” 
advice based on smart sociological 
principles. Ministry needs to be 
grounded in good theology for two 
reasons: 1) so that we are helping 
people toward the right result, 
and 2) so that we are, through our 
participation, being transformed to be 
more like Christ as the Spirit works 
in us. Theology should lead us to 
worship, and to ministry.
 
Theology is not an intellectual game 
where we discuss how much we might 
know about the inner logic of the 
universe. Rather, God reveals these 
things to us for a greater purpose – the 
work he is doing in us. He is not just 
interested in the work he does through 
us, as if our primary value to him was 
work. The ministry we do is part of 
his greater purpose of re-creating who 
we are.

Paul tells us that the purpose of 
ministry is to “build up the body of 
Christ” (v. 12). We are to keep doing 
this until Christ returns – “until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God—a 
mature person, attaining to the measure 
of Christ’s full stature” (v. 13). Our 
ministry should promote unity under 

the Lordship of Christ and his Word, 
and knowledge should help us become 
more like Christ. It’s important that we 
know what he is like!

Paul gives another result of our 
ministry in verse 14: “So we are no 
longer to be children, tossed back and 
forth by waves and carried about by 
every wind of teaching.” We want to 
be doctrinally stable, well-grounded. 
It’s important that we be teaching the 
right things, not leaning to our own 
understanding.

What should we do? “Practicing the 
truth in love, we will in all things 
grow up into Christ, who is the head” 
(v. 15). We become more like Christ 
not just by learning facts, but by 
putting them into practice in our lives, 
living in the love of Christ.

Paul briefly develops the analogy of 
“body” to make another point: “From 
[Christ] the whole body grows, fitted 
and held together through every 
supporting ligament. As each one 
does its part, the body builds itself 
up in love” (v. 16). The body is built 
up as each person in the church does 
whatever the Spirit has gifted them to 
do. We in GCS want to do the best we 
can where God has placed us, and that 
is to help each of you be the best you 
can be in what he is doing in us and 
through us.

Michael Morrison, PhD
President
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“biblical, Christ-centered, historically 
orthodox.” This uses ordinary 
words to fill out what we mean by 
Incarnational, Trinitarian theology. 
Our description is now too long to 
become a fixed label with an “insider” 
understanding.

Will we continue to have distinctive 
teachings? Of course – our statement 
of faith has several teachings that are 
not commonly found in evangelical 
statements, particularly regarding the 
Son of God and the judgment. These 
will continue to be reflected in our 
courses.



2023
GRADUATION
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COME CELEBRATE WITH US.
We are excited to host our third GCS graduation ceremony, which will be held at the GCI 

Denominational Celebration. Graduation will be on June 30 at 4 pm with a cake reception 
following. All graduates, current students and guests are invited to celebrate with us.



Schedule of Courses
All schedules are tentative

All schedules are tentative. If fewer than five students register for a course, it may be cancelled, at the discretion of the instructor. 
Independent study, thesis and capstone courses are offered in all semesters.
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Fall 2023: Registration begins August 28. The first lectures will be posted on Monday, September 11. Other lectures will be 
posted on Mondays, September 18 through November 13. All work is to be completed by December 10.

Summer 2023: Registration begins April 24. The first lectures will be posted on Monday, May 15. Other lectures will be posted 
on Mondays, May 22 through July 24. All work is to be completed by August 13. No lecture will be posted on June 26. Please 
note the CM511 and CM513 will start on May 8 to accommodate the in-person format.

BI522 The Gospels Mike Morrison

CH501 Church History: The First Millennium Steve Dolson-Andrew

CM511 Homiletics (in-person, requires extra fee) Dan Rogers

CM513 Trinitarian Worship (in-person, requires extra fee) Lance McKinnon

TH507 Theology of C.S. Lewis Gary Deddo

BI520 New Testament Survey Mike Morrison

CM503 Christian Counseling Ted Johnston

CM507 Experiencing the Trinity Larry Hinkle

CM510 Polity of Grace Communion International Greg Williams

FE501-3 Field Education Randy Bloom

TH503 The Spirit, the Church, and Last Things Gary Deddo
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Donations to Grace Communion Seminary can be mailed to 
3120 Whitehall Park Drive, Charlotte, NC 28273

or donate online at gcs.edu/donate.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Our Recent 2023 Graduate
CONGRATULATIONS
To Our Recent 2023 Graduate

Master of Pastoral Studies (MPS):

Anthony Gachanja

The next GCS Graduation will be held at the GCI
denominational celebration in Charlotte, NC on June 30, 2023.

Financial support from alumni and friends like you has a 
profound impact on the seminary’s mission to

“Equip Men and Women for Church-based Ministry.”
If you have a passion for the provision of seminary training informed 

by an Incarnational Trinitarian faith, GCS is grateful for your 
partnership through prayer and financial support.

PARTNERS WITH GCS


